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Vote Record

Committee on Campaigns and Elections

Date: z/é? /ﬁ %

Bill Number: __// Z,

Moved by: mﬂ

Seconded by: /ﬁ(/ﬁ A.

Motion: %Mf?ﬁ

Comm;ttee Member

: .Representative Stephen Freese
Representatwe Mark Gundrum
Representative Glenn Grothman
Representative Jeffrey Wood
Representative David Travis

Representative Mark Pocan

Page 1 of | [ Motion Carried

_Absent  Not Voting
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oooooo
oooooo

[ Motion Failed
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’R’ichard, Rob

From: Richard, Rob
Sent:  Tuesday, March 04, 2003 4:00 PM

- To: 'Cecelia A. Stencil'

- - Subject: RE: Voter REgistration
- Ms. Stencil:

“Thank you for contacting our office with your thoughts on elections in this state. Our office is currently working on a
- number of election reform proposals to clean up the election process, in fact, Rep. Freese is holding a public hearing on 13
_ 'i_'p_roposais Thursday.

; 5§éot included in Thursday's package is a plan to establish a state-wide voter registration list. The federal Help America
- Vote Act of 2002 requires that each state set up this list, which would allow us to track whether felons are trying to vote.
~This bill is currently being worked on and should be ready for introduction sometime this spring.

_':'_'*E_'--hcpé this helps to answer your question. Again, thank you for contacting our office.
* Sincerely,

“Rob Richard, Legislative Aide
Office of Rep. Steve Freese
£88-534-0051

~~~~~ QOriginal Message-----
From: Cecelia A. Stencil [mailto:castencil@centurytel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2003 2:59 PM
To: rep.freese@legis.state.wi.us
- Subject: Voter REgistration

" Dear Rep Frogse
| read with great interest your proposed bill about voter identification.  Along with that, | think the state or each
county should be required to send each municipality a list of felons. Besides being a county employee, | am a town

clerk-treasurer. Election clerks do not get paid enough to take the chance of challenging John Q Public's right to
vote because they think he might be a felon.

Your thoughts would be appreciated.

Cecelia Stencil
Rusk County Recycling Coordinator
Town of Big Bend Clerk Treasurer

03/04/2003
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Testimony of State Senator Gwendolynne Moore on Numerous Assembly Bills

Assembly Committee on Campaigns and Elections
March 6, 2003

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit this written testimony in my
absence. [ would like to thank Chairman Freese and the members of the Assembly
Committee on Campaigns and Elections for holding this public hearing to discuss
DUMETous ,Assembly Bills that seek to modxfy Wasconsm 8 elecmon process.

As you know 1t isa fundamental functmn of govemment to ensure that each c1tizen truly
has equal and unimpeded access to the ballot box and that every American voice is
pro;)erly recorded. It is also important for the judicial branches of government to pursue
the vigorous enforcement of laws when deliberate election fraud does indeed occur.
However, as legislators, we must balance our duty to safeguard our system from election
fraud with our duty to protect the voter’s rights. We must not be swayed to alter the basic
tenets of our election laws based solely upon the perceived fear of voter fraud. We must
. proceed with extreme caution when we entertain any legislation under the guise of

ot “reform™ that could compromise the franchise of our citizens. Ultimately, the voter’s
right to participate in the election process must be paramount.

-'nglslatlen that 18 bemg consxdcrcd today, i in particular Assembiy B;ll 111 (AB 11 1),is
just such a proposal that severely threatens our citizens’ franchise instead of providing
any real electoral reform. A voter should not be required to show a valid Wisconsin
driver’s license or photo id in order to receive their ballot.

Disguising their proposals as necessary “election reforms” which would ensure the
integrity of the system, Republican partisans are continually pmposmg new initiatives
that would daspropomonately disenfranchise Wisconsin’s low-income, minority, elderly,
handicapped, homeless, and student populations., Now Republicans seek to capitalize on
a never previously utilized absentee ballot provision to justify implementation of an
onerous voter ID bill. Iam deeply troubled by Representative Freese’s attempt to
capitalize on the recent allegations of voter fraud that have been identified in recent
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel articles. Rep. Freese exploited this recent development by
publishing a press release that misleads readers to believe AB 111 would have prevented
this alleged voter fraud. Obviously, AB 111 does not address the concerns raised by the
ACE incident, as Rep. Krug and Rep. Ladwig have recently introduced absentee ballot
legislation to deal with this specific issue.

What AB 111 does do is place undue and unnecessary burden on some of our most vulnerable
voters, including our low-income, minority, elderly, disabled, homeless and student citizens, by

Vice Chair: Senate Committee on Universities, Housing and Governmgnt Operations; Senate Committee on Human Services and Aging
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requiring all voters — regardless of whether they are registered or not — to present a DOT-issued.
Wisconsin driver’s license or.photo ID i in order to obtain a ballot. In essence, this measure is an
unconstitutional poll tax on those whose grasp on the franchise is currently most vulnerable; the
elderly, the Jow-income and the homeless or handlcappcd Individuals will still have to pay to
obtain a birth certificate or other ;dentlfy:ng information. Further, they could lose work time, wage
compensation, or other financial suppert ali in order to obtain’ an unnecessaxy ID

Additionally, AB 111 is fiscally irresponsible, as it severely increases state spending by
mandating the DOT to provide necessary identification free of charge for all citizens.
During this time of state fiscal uncertainty, itis neghgent for Repuhlzcan Iegxslators to
create such an enormous fiscal impact on state government. It was estimated that AB
259, last session’s voter ID icgisianon which also would have provided an ID card free
{0 anyone who requested it, would have cost the state $850 000 annually. The author of
CAB 111 chose an inopportune time to mtroduce thls 1egisiatmn, agitisa time when our
state is bracmg itself fora$4.2 bxlhon deficzt thc llke of whxch our state has nai faced
since the Great Depressmni R e S ; : i

Just a few weeks ago Repubhcans restored $22 mlﬂwn in cuts to the Transporiatmn Fund
proposed within the Governor’s budget adjustment bill. Ttis extrcmeiy ironic with our
state’s enormous deficit that now this Republican proposal is proposing expensive new
ideas to the already overly stressed DOT budget. In fact, DOT previously estimated that
it would require 3 additional full-time employees to fulfill the photo ID mandate. This is
distressing, and seemingly irresponsible, at a time when the state is considering
ehmmatmg 2,900 state jobs.

o 3_The Department of Transportatxen (DGT) ast&mates that roughly 13@ OOO peeplc acmss
' the state do not have the kind of documentation referred to in this legislation.” '
Furthermore, the DOT estimates that oniy 20% of these p&opie would ever get necessary
documentation if AB 111 became law. That means that. roughly 100, 000 Wisconsin
residents currcntiy without DOT-issued pheto xdentlﬁcation, many of who are elderly,
Ioqucome mmarity, homeiess, or handlcapped wouid bc dlsenfranchxsed by th1s bill.

Many of these people do not havc the t;me or the resources to goto the DMV to obtam
identification simply to vote. For example, if AB 111 were passed, a low-income person
would be forced to jeopardize their employment or utilize precious vacation time to visit
the DMV. Further, an elderly person who may have health problems would have to stand
in the DMV line for hours to maintain their franchise. Adding to that hardship, many
DMYV offices have been eliminated or have had their hours of operation reduced due to
budget cuts.

Furthermore, students from out of state who study at Wisconsin’s colleges and
universities and are eligible to vote in this state would not be allowed to present photo
identification from their home state or a Wisconsin university identification card in order
to prove their identity. They, too, would have to go to the DMV to obtain a Wisconsin
photo identification card.



Many of Wisconsin’s most diligent voters have been registered at the same address and
have voted at the same polling station for most of their adult lives. This is particularly
true in Milwaukee’s inner city, where many low-income minority voters have never had
the kind of photo identification required in AB 111.

Most states do not require an identification card, photo or otherwise, for their state’s
registered voters. In fact, only state, South Carolina, a state that still refuses to remove
the Confederate flag from its state capitol, requires all voters to present a photo ID or be
denied the i ight to vote. ‘Moreover, 29 states are precluded by state statute from
asking for any kind of voter identification at the polls. Instead, AB 111 seeks to
depart from this group of states and “reform” our electoral system by disenfranchising
vOIers,

'AB 111 coukl potennally undermine the promsmnal hailot process. Under:AB 111, if
‘you fail to provu'ic awvalid DOTnlssucd ‘Wisconsin photo.id, your secretly cast vote will be
:_put asideas'a; provzs:onal ballot and you wle have until 4 pm the day after the election to
ebtaln the necessary ID and prove your 1den!:zty One day is not sufficient time to procure
an ID if you were born in another state and need to obtain a birth certificate, or have other
work demands. If you fail to prove your identity your vote will not be counted!

Voter registration by corroboration must not be repealed. Currently, a person who does
not have a residential address can vote if that person brings with them to the polls another
registered voter from the same municipality. This means that homelessness in Wisconsin
does not mean dlsenfranchlsement AB 111 would require the voter to show photo id
even in the presence of corroboration. - We should not. strip a voter of his or her rights
_:_'__51mpiy because that -person lacks an address or a photo id.. Accordmg to the January 8,
2001, edition of the Journal of the American Medical Association, 1% of the US
popuiation is homcless throughaut the course of a year.

The mere perceptxon of votcr fraud prov;des no factual basis, no compelling interest, to

: changa the tenets of Wisconsin’s open election system which consistently produces one
of the hlghest votcr turnouts in the nation and encourages voters from all walks of life to
participate in our demecracy W;sconsm has a long, proud history of progressive election
laws and of inclusiveness in the electoral process.

In fact, Wisconsin was one of the first states to give immigrants the right to vote. In
1848, our state’s Constitution allowed immigrants to vote as they declared their intention
for naturalization. For over 150 years, our state has sought to make the polls as
accessible as possible to new voters.

Many have attempted to exploit charges of voter fraud in Milwaukee during the 2000
election. In that election, Milwaukee District Attorney McCann found that out of the 361
individuals with criminal backgrounds who were accused of voter fraud, only 3 had not
had their civil rights restored. MecCann did net press charges against these three
individuals because they were unaware that they were disqualified from voting.



Now, under the guise of election “reform”, the bill being debated here today will have the
effect of disenfranchising many of Wisconsin’s poor, minority, elderly, handicapped,
homeless, and student voters, many of whom tend to vote Democratic. While I certainly
hope that the intent of this proposal is not to silence the voices of Wisconsin’s most
vulnerable who happen to vote Democratic, the effect of this proposal will do just
that.

I am equally concerned by the ramifications of Assembly Bill 122 (AB 122), which like
AB 111 disenfranchises voters rather than enacting real election reform. This
controversial, divisive and unnecessary bill seeks to single out one particular
constituency, prohibiting them from contributing to political campaigns and therein
severely limiting their access to the political process. Anyone who receives income
from a gaming establishment would lose his or her right to play a role in the political
process. Gaming operators, including casinos, Jotteries and racetracks that violate this
law would face a Class I felony, a fine of $10,000 and possible imprisonment of not more
three years and six months! ' L

The bill’s drafting notes reveal that there are potential constitutional questions regarding
the infringement of equal protection rights of persons who earn their income from

gaming operations. Should the concept of singling out constituency groups be considered
constitutionally acceptable, this bill should be expanded to include all corporations and
entities that routinely “influence” campaigns and elections. Unless AB 122 prohibits all
groups that influence campaigns from contributing, the bill is unjust and possibly
unconstitutional.

Andiasﬂyi ﬁvdu‘i_d_l_ikdté'&oi(i_é additional comments abbi_i_f.savéfalzﬁ'cf the other eleven
bills that the committee is considering here today: o CwET

I believe that Assembly Bill 113 would do little to impact the election process in
Wisconsin. Proponents argue that people who view results through media outlets prior to
poll closings may be persuaded by the preliminary results and may opt not to vote. This
legislation does not address these concerns, as most preliminary results publicized prior
to 10 pm are national, particularly from east coast states whose polls close earlier than
Wisconsin’s due to time zone. I feel that federal legislation would be the proper outlet
for addressing this concern, as it should impact the entire nation, not just the state of
Wisconsin.

I support Assembly Bill 114 as a fair proposal that intends to provide uniform polling
hours and will provide greater opportunity for citizens to exercise their constitutional
right to vote.

Under current election law, every vote cast, including all write-ins, are counted.
Assembly Bill 115 intends to disenfranchise voters who cast write-in votes for candidates
that have failed to declare candidacy in the time specified in the bill. Every vote should



count, whether it is cast for a ca_ndidate on the ba_l-lét or is written-in by the voter. AB
115 disenfranchisas voters and the electio'n proc:e’ss

County boards of supervisors, _common councils, v;llage board of trustees, town boards of
supervisors, county.chairpersons or mayors currently. have the authority to fill temporary
vacancies in their respective 1 levels of government. Assembly Bill 118 takes away local
control and instead creates an un-funded mandate for local government and taxpayers.

By mandatmg auiomatlc specm} elections to fill all vacancies for local elected positions,
Wisconsin taxpayers will bear significant additional election costs. With the looming
multi-billion dollar state deficit as well as deficits at the local level, it is not a stretch to
say that citizens dre more concemed about increased government spending then filling
short-term vacancies in current elected posmons

Thc change in campaign finance repemng proposcd by Assembly Bill 119, which
. requires that non-resident regastrants be held to the same filing rcquxremcnts as.
"W1sconsm res;dents scerns to ba falr and common ser;se referm to campaign ﬁna.nce law.

Grcater educatxon rcgardmg votmg nghts sho&ld aiways be cncouraged to ensure voter
awareness and diminish accusations of fraud." I support the concept of Assembly Bill 120
as it carries on Wisconsin’s tradition of educatmg citizens about the electoral process. I
especially support the provision that gives the court system and the Department of
Corrections (DOC) discretion as to how they will notify affected persons. During these
times.of state fiscal uncertainty, we should be attempting to pass legislative proposals that
mandate minimal new fiscal increases on state government. WhileT have no information
on whether this new requirement will create great additional costs to the court system and
DOC,1am ca.uu{msly o;ptlrmstlc that the mtent of the anthor isto lnmt such ﬁsca.l

' 'mcrsases on state gevemmcnt

Assembly Bill 121 gives mumc1pal bodies the autherity to test all poilmg ofﬂc:la}s to
prove their ability to speak and read English. While it is important that polling officials
be able to converse and communicate affectav«ziy Wlth those electors at that polling place:
I hope this is not a “back door’ approach to encourage the mtroductaon of dzv:(swe :
“Enghsh Oniy” preposais - L

Finally, I support the section Assembiy Blll 123 that creates a segregated fund and
spending authority for the State Elections Board to carry out the federal requirements
xmpesed in the Help America Vote Act of 2002. Ireserve judgment at this time of the
remaining items within this bill because I am unclear of their effect on the citizens of
Wisconsin.

1 hope, as you consider your vote on these numerous election bills, the members of this
Committee will remember that the integrity of our election system can only be protected
by ensuring that every voice continues to be heard.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share my views on bills being discussed at
today’s hearing.
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To: Members of the Assembly

From: Sandra George, Wisconsin Newspaper Association
Jeff Hovind, Wisconsin Freedom of Jnformation Council

Re: AB113 Delay access to public inspection of presidential canvasses.
We write representing the newspapers of Wisconsin and the Freedom of Jnformation Council
Fimny, aﬁerthe last . res:dentzal election, we thought there’d ’oe a desire to haife ‘g:ker election

results, rather than delay them. Yet, this bill would have clerks withhold from public inspection
records of the canvass of the election until 10 p.m. that night. '

Since this bill was introduced one day and voted out of committee the next, we aren’t privy to
whatever arguments were made at the hearing, We are aware that in the past, there were complaints
that the winner was declared before polls in western states closed. Since many predictions are based
on independent surveys of voters, not on the actual results, the media will still be able to declare a
winner based on that methodology, vet neW?papers won’t have access to the actual data which they
need to confirm that unfil very late, too late for the deadline for many moming papers. The AP has
not predicted winners based upon exit polling data in the past, but would not have an alternative
source if this law passed.

' 1Is this bill being introduced so that people in"California who don’t vote in the moming feel better
aboutt voting? That is not ‘an appropriate reason to shut down access to factual voting nformation
for the Wisconsin media. Wisconsin readers and viewers are interested in what Wisconsm s
doing. Voters in California aren’t using Wisconsin media for information. This is a national issue,
not a state issue and this proposal has been shot down in all other states, This bill would hurt the
access of Wisconsin readgrs and viewers to factual and timely information about our polling
results.

We urge that you vote no on Al31 13
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March 11, 2003

Rep. Stephen J. Freese

Chatr, Committee on Campaigns and Elections
Room 115 West

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952

Madison, WI 53708

: .'-:Dear Sn’

-'On behaif of the RadlouTelemswn News Directors Association (“RTNDA”) the world’s

largest association devoted exclusively to electronic journalism, 1 am writing to express
the concerns of RTNDA’s more than 3,200 members with proposed legislation that
would ban Wisconsin county clerks from releasing presidential election voting returns
until polls on the West Coast are closed. RTNDA believes this prohibition would
unnecessarily interfere with the newsgatherlng and dzssemmatxon process protected by

' the Fzrst Amendmeni

As your coiieague Rep. Glenn Grothman has reco gmzed af:tempts by ﬂw govemment to

) _Wlthhold mformat;on from the pabhc raise grave cmnsnmﬂonai questwns. Effoﬂs o
:-'abmdge the free flow of mformatzon about the political process are of pamcuiar concem.

As several of our nation’s courts have recognized, because of the constzmtmnally
protected nature of election reporting, any attempt by the government to abridge such
reporting cannot withstand constitutional scrutiny unless there exists a compelling state
interest that cannot be furthered through any less restrictive means. It is well settled that
broad restrictions on exit polling, for example, do not serve a compelling state interest.
As one court stated, the First Amendment prohibits any ban on speech “on the basis that
[the speech] might indirectly affect the voters’ choice.”

Thus, the general interest in insulating voters from outside influence (particularly voters
in other states) underlying Wisconsin’s proposed legislation is insufficient to justify
speech regulation. As a Washington judge stated, “[w]hen the State through the guise of
protecting the citizen’s right to a fair and honest election tampers with what it will permit
the citizen to see and hear, even that important state interest must give way to the
irresistible force of protected expression under the First Amendment.” The impact of
Wisconsin’s proposed legislation would be to dictate the how, what and when of election
coverage.  Election reporting will take piace regardless—should this Iegzslatlon pass, its
consequernice will be to force reporters to rely solely on exit polling and more speculative
information rather than actual voting returns. If reporters are not able to collect accurate

£



(page 2)

and timely information about election results, the right to report and publish political news would
be left with little means of fulfillment.

The purpose of the First Amendment’s free speech and free press guarantees is to foster an
informed and educated citizenry and a free democratic society. The freedoms accorded us under
the First Amendment sometimes involve, despite journalists’ best efforts, mistakes in reporting,
whether on the nightly news or in the paper, as was the case in the 2000 presidential election.
But, as Thomas Jefferson so eloquently stated, “I would rather be exposed to the inconveniences
attending too much liberty than those attending too small a degree of it.” Media organizations
around the country have conducted internal reviews to assess what went wrong with their
election night coverage in 2000, and to take corrective measures to insure the integrity of
election mght repertmg

The Flrst Amendmeni guarantees the medla s mdependence from the - type of government -
interference proposed in this legislatxon and RTNDA urges you'to abandon it so that the public
may be thoroaghly and accurateiy informed about the political process.

Sincerely,

Porbpm Cschomn

- Barbara Cochran
*President

~‘cet Dan Shelley, WIMJ-AM, RTNDA Region 4 Director






- Richard, Rob

_—
= From: Geofirey D. Peterson [petersgd @ uwec.edul
- Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2003 2:58 PM
L Tor rep.freese @legis.state.wi.us
-Subject: Early Election Release Legislation AB 113

::~ Rép. Froese--—

I am writing to thank vou for proposing AR 113. As a political sclentist, I
- have done extensive research on the impact of the early release of voting
Creturns on elections, and I strongly believe that vour bill ig a step in the
right direction. T am intimately familiar with virtually all of the research
on this topic, and it ig sbundantly clear to me that something needs to be

",dona.about this problem. If there is anything I can do to assist you, please

“do not hesitate to contact me. I would be more than willing to testify
about the extant research on the topic or whatever else may prove helpful in
V.passing this legislation.

Sincerely, _ o

Geoffrey D. Peterson. - . .-

“Geoffrey D. Peterson, PhiD.

o hssistant Professor of Political Science

ZiDirector, UW-Eau Claire Political Research Institute

200D Schneider Hall
CUniversity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

BEau Claire, WI 54702-4004
=0 T15-836-3641

F: 715-836-2944

.']ﬂhttp:f/www.uwec.edu/getersgd/inéex.html
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) Associated Press

March 25, 2003

Rep. Steve Freese

Speaker Pro Tempore and Chair Committee on Campaigns and Elections
Wisconsin Assembly

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, W1 53708

Dear Representative Freese:
. T'am writing as president of the Wisconsin Associated Press Editors Association, which is

made up:of _thé editors of the 36 daily newspapers in Wisconsin which are members of
The Associated Press.

I want to express our strong opposition to Assembly Bill 113, which would prohibit
Wisconsin's county clerks from releasing vote results in a presidential race before 10 p.m,
two hours after the polls close.

Vote results are a matter of public record.
And if there is any situation in which these results should be made public in the most

timeiy fashion, it is 1o inform the c1tizens of W;sconsm for whom they have voted to
“become theirnext preszdent

There is no benefit to the citizens of Wisconsin in delaying release of these results. And
any benefit in other parts of the country is purely speculative.

Thé_proposed deiay will only encourage some news organizations to call a presidential
winner in Wisconsin based entirely on exit polls, rather than using the much more reliable

voting returns.

We urge that this legislation not be enacted.

Sincerely,

7/(’/(/(&3/,1%’/ /,:}5{, /Mj//
Meredyth Afbright Y
Editor
The Rhinelander Daily News
President,

Wisconsin Associated Press Editors Association

918 North 4th Street, Milwaukee, Wi 53203 = 414 225-3580 « Wi 800 242-9022
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. From Dav:ci Mass [dmoss@csg org]

R .-_S__gnt* _Tuesday, April 15, 20{}3 q: 16 P
".T'o:'_ CUrep. freese@iegls sta‘te wius
Sub;eci Contac’a En‘?o

 www.nass, org -
:(2{)2) 624»3525

: Leshe Reynolds Executive Durector—
;Kay Aibowacz Communicati ions Dlrector-

'_'.f__t_ia_c_:‘tuai_éy spoke to Kay, hope this helps drum up some support-Best Regards, Dave Moss

.Dawd A Moss
Research Analyst / M;dwestem Regional Coordinator

‘Trends Research and Response Group
The Council of State Govemments

P G Box 11910

v 'mgi;on Kemucky 40578
{859)1244-81 38 o

Fax (859) 244»8003

dm_o_ss@csg org

04/15/2003
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- 2780 Research Park Drive
0, Box 11910 )
Ledington, Rentucky 40578-1910
{659) 244-8138
" FAX: {605 244-8001

The Council of State
Governments

“To:  Rep.Freese From: David Moss

Fax: 6082823651 o Pages 7
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Cl'urgent {7l For Review []Please Comment [IPlease Reply ] Please Recycle

. Cuﬁ_ii_hants:




4B~ 4-03; IR
] ;21 iPh IBBESZAABOEE # gy 7

P.003/007 F

Apr=14-03 . .ﬁzgésgsu...frﬁm-£$G”1§X§HGTﬁﬁx;;f sy T-225

. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
 SECRETARIES OF STATE

REEOLUTION

WHERPAS ;- maay Eecretariﬁs of State in the West,

have caataflad tha: m&rly eleﬂﬁzan prajea:icu zaznras -
resnlt in detxzased VQtar ﬁnznwnt; mnd Lo

waxazzs, axﬁt yalling Aand tbe prematare ann&unce-
mant of xesn;ts i a snbj#c: aE graat canna:m to alk
alection aam4nls:razars ‘across Amprical and

WHEREAS, some televisien networks contiaue to
anpounce results based only oa 2xit polling; and

WEEREBAS, home telavasicn natwnrks continge to
a#n#unce elma#icn xasuz:a bmfwxs tbe yalls alasa in

ROW TEEREPORE BE Ir RESULVED that all Becretaries
of Stat# an& eieati¢n a&miaistratows give consideration
e inaludlny ‘axit pallzng Iamatatzans in thazr eieatiﬁn
5ta:ntnﬁ and cal; vn tba tai#visian netwarka anﬁ lacal
nffllintas to stap annnnnaiag resulcs based wn axit
palzimg hefnre thﬁ epila close. :

appPTED this 29th day of June,
1983 in Dlsmarck, Norkh Dakota

) : oay, Presi

N PAUL RIVIERE, Recordiay Secretary
L —y
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NA TIONAL ASSOCMHON OF
SECRETARIES OF STATE

JQEEKJLZZERQAT

*}Ztha ja;nt efiort gt up by tha Hatiunal
Television Networks to make: projection in the

\ ¥ew Hampshire’ przmary xepnrtad results that

_“wa:e sxgnlflcantly'lncarx&at, and SRR

*{ pxg3ectinn ana exit;paxlznglﬁhan impxapexly
. assessed, inaccurately reported and released
~prier to poll closing WAY nagativnly imyact

jthe &1&¢tien pracess, and

-eleatian rasults prOjectlons sametxmes have
been made before the polls close. in

America with those projections having
adversely affented votar turnoux and elesction

'._resmlts, ané

HDﬂ'QHERR?QRE BE Iw 23§OLVRD

't;tha Kat'anal $s$o¢iat;nn nﬁ Secretaries: of .

seer

: gathered for its National Winter
‘Conference in Austin, Texas, call upon: tha
National Television Networks to cease the
release of exit polling and projection data
‘until verified for accuracy. Never should

' the data be released before poll clasing. In

- the case of national alections, no data
‘should be released. befara pm&l& are alaﬁad

'7,Ba¢xaﬁ& the country

Aﬁaptad this ZSth day of
February, 19292, at the
winter Conference in
Austin, Texas.

.. Hon. Dick Molpus, NASS President

ticn. sheis Baumisten, WASS Secretary
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Mr Chanmaa and members of the Commiittee, I want to thank you for the _
oppsrmmty to suhmlt testimony to yon for your review and consideration: &5 YOu evaluate
tha news media s early projections in the November 7, 2000, presidential election.

As 1 review the events of November 7% clearly, nerwork and cable television were
premanne in their rush to call at least one pivotal state (Florida) and one U1.S. Senate race
(Washmgton) on Election Night, only to back off of those verdicts before signing. ‘off the

oo airthe pext day. ‘This “rush to judgemem” was not maly itresponsible it was a mbie : e
. waste. The closest election in 40 years could have been the starting pomx fﬂr a new

gcnem:wn of voters discovering the virtues of civics.

1 can t heiy but feel personal dismay, as my job is to improve voter tumout and re-

s -’--xﬁusnl} cr}nﬁdence inour wmng process. 1In fact, as we noved closer to Election Ii)ay, we .f
" also moved closer to my goal of 100 parcent participation by all ehgzble Cahfarm.ans S
“'when we announced the highest zmmber cf registersd voters ever in i;’ah_furma ~ INore

ST Ty

than 15.7 million. -A Tes it for-absentee-balow aid the Closeness ;f}: "
the contest at the top of the txcket alsu helped to set the stage for what we knew could be a
record- hxgh level of voter turnout.

Ironically, thanks to the great job the media did across the country, our Voters were
anmed with information about the electoral college, what states were “must wins” for
which candidates and were ready to make their voices heard. That’s why on Election
Night, the media’s premature announcements had such a detrimental effect on our voters
in the West — as we knew they would. One wonders if those voters will return to the polls
in the pext election. If they don’t, they are the real losers in this controversy — not the

candidates.

“Enguring the iotegrity of Califprnia’s clection process”™
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How then shauki a veter vent hls or her fmstratmn? Taksng it Qm on the media i 1s .
net a iiasi:mg solntion, altimughl do beheva t‘hat voters upset by the events of Election
- Night should tell the networks how, thcy feel. But instead of engaging in: media bashmg
_let’s find a creative means af pmvznhng the medla irom mak:mg the same rmsz:ak;a it
o makss mest clscmn ycars ' et .

Yﬁﬁ the I!ﬁtWi}l’ks were gmlty of mal;:rastacc on ?Elec:san nght. ’chw muld thf:
news media ethically project a winner in ‘Florida when the polls were still open in parts nf
the state where voting was: still taking place‘? T's uncanscmmbie Addmcnally, becanse

o thera was a two-hour gap between the time the five major nietworks first called Floridafor = -

. Vice President Gore until it was returned to the undecided column, voting in that stateand. -~
¢ elsewhere in America may ave been wduly af

~* inrush hour trafﬁc betsveen 4:50 p.m. and 7:15 pan. on the West Coas

scted. _Ce_nszdex those. Cg]zfommm, swck

when: Florida was '

a “decided” state Those would-be YOLers were Sllbjectsd 10 the mprassmn ofa iaazmng i o :

- Gore victory —in par: because of the early and WIOng results in Florida, Repubhcans e
“may have bothered not 10 vote, fesling the cause was Jost; the same could be true of IhCiSe o

. Democtats who may hav‘rs skxppad vaung becatzsm thay fel: the eiecmx:; was already in the =

: hag fm‘ Al Gﬂre _ _ :

o ’I*lns ISSKE af early projections ’baseti on em pwﬂmg and the dcvastamg effect it 2
‘has on voters in the Western United States is one Lhave. wrestlad with since taking office

' in1995. In Califomia this is a critical and nonpartisan issue — and has been for more then

e two decadcs ' And thc votexas wrvsyed--ever the ysars agrer. -'Cmmder the: fnﬁomng -da.ta E

. A Umve:rs;ty of Mch:gan smdy z:endm:ted aft&z‘ rhe 1989 pmm.denma} aiecnon |
' found that after early pm;mﬁans (5:15pm P.5. T.) of a Ronald Raagan"vmtﬁry, ¥

“the poss:tbﬂﬁy of voters going to the polls decreased by 6 percent in the East, by"f_ e

‘9 percent in the Sonth, and 12 percent in both the: Midwest and the West. ‘The
‘study also found: that among those who had not yet voted, Rs:pubhx:an wmﬂut
dropped by 17 percent and Democratic furnout dmpped by 13 pcrc;nt onthe
West Coast afte:r hearing t’he pro;ccmns

. In apoll mnductﬂd by the erld Insamte entitled “Ammdes Toward Mecha
Coverage of the Novernber 1980 Presidential Election” 10 percent of those
surveyed who indicated thcy were registered but did not vote spwﬁcally
blamed their failure 1o vole on the early network pm;ecﬁons

» After the 1984 election, the ifﬁc)mw:tm for the Study of the American
Electorate found that after the networks announced (5: 02pm P.S.T.) Ronald
Reagan’s reclection that nearly 80 percent of states whose polls were still open
suffemd declines in voter nirnout. According 1o the report, the majority of
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a - states whose pca]ls clased be.fem the ﬂetwgrk munwmmts br:neﬁi:ad fmm an
: mcreasemvoter turnaut = I .

Durmg my ﬁrst prsszdannal eiaetmn as Cahfamm s Smretary of State in1996,1
- ._wa.s succassftﬁ at getting several of my fetlow Western States Secretaries of State fo join '
- mein taking arun at the networks to refrain from projecting winners based on exit -
e pglhng An effort that yielded litde cmpamnc,ﬁ from the networks, but prec;pﬁateci
strong sentiment among Ca]ﬁz}rmans as T-was re;noatcdly stoppad in airports, restaurants
and at anlm evgnts by voters who, told me to “keep up the fight; don’™t let’ :hem call
o _:_-elect}ﬁns until we've vored” » ‘While it's always rewarding to hear orie’s constituents
[ ;._:agree on pehcy_p’ "ftif:sns, I was kmkmg fz:ar a htﬂe mora agreement fmm thc ne;:works

Sl ..--T]am 's Why m 1998 1 appmached the blpamsan Nanonal Assmatm of Smtanas
- -_:af State to enlist their support for this effort. As fellow elected officials, T think youll -
. agree that to get 100 percent of your membarshxp to agree on any policy is a major
. -’ac::mphs}:mnm -and that’s what we were able 10 achieve. In 1998, alt 50 of America’s
 Secretaries of State (inclnding those states where the election duties are camed out by
their lisutenant gavemc}rs) endorsed the policy ; and requested that the news organizations
K _' -refram ﬁ:am ca!lmg alecﬁonﬁ umﬂ we= ﬂw chzef electwns mfficars report the results.

. H{aw, ﬁlcn, to prevam i:hls fmm mpe:anng 11:531:5 in ﬁle 2004 elccnan‘? It jHSt 50
i .;happem that I offered a solution- to the five major news networks (ABC, CBS, CNN, Fax,,
' NBC) when T spoke with them by phone and in writing on. Friday, Novamhsr 3y, just 2
feéé days befa:)r& this year’s ‘Election Night evenis occurred. (VOTE: Attached for Committee
" pevigw are zhe 1996 1998 and 2000 {eners to the nemam.) In each contact with the news gxecutives
onr re:quast has been the same: rather than jumping to. faulty cenckmcm based on the -
© “fuzzy math” of exit polls, we believe it's incumbent upon the. news mediatostop -
©treating pm;actad resulfs of votes i East Coast states as aatual resnlts notwhensome
* polls are still open back East, cextmniy not'when voting is reac reaching its. second peak out
West. Let the nation’s Secretaries of State declare the wmners, then let the media report
the news. This would avoid furure debacles like Florida, where a mere 1,500-vote
samphng has ﬂarewn thls Jlahon in polmcal turpult.

The good news is that ﬁae zz.etmrks are not out-and-out opposed to this proposed
reform of their Election nght coverage. Tn my pre-election discussions with the
networks’ 6Xecutives, Roger Ailes, chairman axa.d chief executive of Fox News, agreed
that early pro;acuonﬁ based on preliminary exi pollmg data from the eastern states can
have a negative effect on mrnout in the West. Asa veteran of presidential campaiguos, be
speaks from experience. Mr. Ailes indicated hxs willingness to have Fox New hold off on
making such projections, on the condition that all networks piayed by the same rules.
Unformnately, when the other four networks rejected my overmrs, any possible
agreement fell apart. Television is a compelitive practice, and no network will agree to
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- “dligarm,” if you will, and not rely on exit polls when the other networks refuse to act with -
the same restrainl. ' S — o '

 Andthat's the key word here: restraint. With more Americans tuming to television :
as the preferred medium for making political decisions, the pressure increases on the

sajor news networks to rise above the partisan fray.

+ Coverage from the campaign frail hiss to be ba
» Coverage on Election Night has to rely on two tenets:
1) Are we certain of what we are about to report?

2) Willwim:we’re abwtterepnrt unfa;ﬂychangathe night’s outm_‘)me?_ S

has to be balanced and objective.

* pave the nation’s Secretaries of State hold actual pr sidential election results until 7:00.
pm.or 7:30 pm. P.5.T. in order to avoid any impact on voter turnout in the Western '
United States. - B R

~ Thepetworks have a choice: they can take the Secrefaries’ of _'Stata;é offer and try
1o restore a sense of falrness and balance to their Election Night coverage, or they can .

continue to do things their way. Ihope they pay close heed to what the voters are telling

_them because they are clear on this issue. According to arecent survey by The Pew

 projection that Vice President Gore won the state of Florida ha ffect on oth _
More significant, however, is that an overwhelming 87 percent of respondents indicated
- that the news media should wait until votes are -c_:aun’t&ci before announcing winners. To

borrow a line from the movie Network, “voters arc mad as hell and they’re not going 1o

This is not an insurmountable challenge for the networks, and it's obvious that =
some type of good-will gesture is necded. Indeed, 'm encouraged by some recent Feports
by the networks that they will adapt their procedutes for their election night reporting.

Too many voters have emerged from this election with serious doubrs as to whether the
media is an asset or a liability 10 the voting process. Ironically, in this Information Age,
they doubst the very information before them on their TV screens. The offer is still on the
table: in the next election, leave the vote counting to the Secreraries of Siate, leave the
announcing of results to the petworks, and we won't have the sarne retractions.

I look forward to working on this problem together and remain committed o
implementing sound solutions that will empower our votess 1o participate and have
confidence in the integrity of our election process — from the first vote cast to the last

vote counted.
#-HH

| refuse to exercise the necessary festraint, one recommendation recently suggested would

' Research Center for the People aud the Press, 52 percent of respondents felt that the early. -
orida had an effect on other voters.






Richard, Rob

Ef@'m: Kathy Bernier [KBernier@co.chippewa.wi.us]
Sent:  Thursday, June 26, 2003 4:00 PM

To: 'Rich_ard,' i?iob

Subject: Re: Elections

- Thank Yout -

. Kathy Berrnier

| To: 'Kathy Bernier
| sent: Friday, June 20, 2003 2:57 PM

| subject: RE: Elections

Kathy:

{ Thank your for coﬁntacii'ng our office to share your concerns about the election results embargo bill and the voteriD i
“ 1] bill. - White 1 will definitely share your thoughts with Steve, | thought I'd take & few minutes to quickly answer your
.1 questions or at jeast explain where Steve is coming from with regard to these two issues.

{ Embargo Bill {AB 113} -
| This past year, Steve co-chaired the Midwest Council of State Government's Elections Task Force with MN Senator
| Steve Kelly. That task force made 35 recommendations on election reform - embargoing theresults of elections was .-
] one of those recommendations. We are fully aware that the media's thirst for calling elections early can't be
{ quenched, but this was one way (we believe legally) that we can attempt to prevent what happened in 2000. The

lational Commission on Election Reform has also made this recommendation and is asking states to _impiementét‘: _

Wisconisin ;:is_-thgﬁ-fi_r_stistate}’flo lead the way onthis issue.. . -

o AB 113 passéd ihe Aééémbiy ahd curreﬁ’{ly isina éé:n'afé be‘nhﬁiﬁee‘:'

.| Voter ID Bill (AB 111} - . _ L '

'} Under the HAVA Bill provisional ballots will be required for first-time out-of-state voters anyway. | believe there - &
~. “Leurrently is no federal requirement for when those ballots have to counted. As part of the Voter 1D Bill, we expanded
* 1the provisional ballot measure fo prevent the “disenfranchisement” of those who forget and/or don't have a vahdiD.
- While we believe every voter should be able 1o and is quite capable of getting a valid ID betore any election is held,

| this measure ensures that we take away some Milwaukee legislators' arguments that we will disenfranchise the . -

Jelderly, poor, disabled and everyone else. Sen. Joe Leibham was working on an amendment for "10:00 am next day
| cutoff for provisional ballots, but eventually gave up because of partisan bickering, and the fact that the Governor is
} likely to veto the bill anyway.

1.AB 111 passed the Assembly and Senate and awaits messaging to the Governor's Office.
| Hope this information helps!

Rob Richard, Legislative Aide
Office of Rep. Steve Freese
888-534-0051

————— Qriginal Message-----

From: Kathy Bernier [mailto:KBernier@co.chippewa.wi.us]
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2003 9:22 AM

To: Rep.Freese@legis.state.wi.us

Cc: Martha Hess; Pete Hanson; Scott Suder

06/27/2003



Page 2 of 2

Subject: Elections
Dear Representative Freese,

Problem #1
Withholding Election Results until 10:00 PM

‘Running elections is a very stressful and compiicated process. Ndw*t_hat the Federal Government has pas_sléd'

HAVA, it could get even more stressful, not that | mind, because | don't think that you can put a price-tag, or = =

stress level on the integrity of an election. However, as a fellow republican there is something you needio

think over. It is niot the County Clerk who was responsible for calling an election with 17% of the vote andwith

06/27/2003

. know if these issues have been addressed and where they are in the process.

- sincerely,

a margin of error that exceeded the vote margin. It was the media/Voter News Service. And, if we do notpost *
the information to the website, then the media will be here asking for the information and calling it into Voter
News Service, so the end result will not change. I'believe the jaw is that if we have the information, we have to
give it out (FOIA). The statistics are not the problem. Calling the election with a small percentage of the vote

in, is the PROBLEM. Media control is the solution, hah! ' '

: .P._r_obl‘ém 2o T
- Provisional Ballots. . 10

_* itis my understanding that you are proposing that a person can-have up101:00 PM the next daytoprovide ID "~ -

- for their provisional ballot. That is not possible-and. will ikely not happen at the local level. First; Wisconsin has - -

- same day registration. A person certainly can go home'get an ID'and come back. Jt is possible to keep the 1D~
“verification.open until 9:00, since the poll workers/clerks will likely still be at'the polling place. The problem with

the next day is that the clerk is likely at his/her “cther" job and he/she has-already delivered the ballots and
reports to the County Clerk. Once ballot bags are sealed they cannot/should not be reopened. This in itself
may compromise the integrity of the election. ' e _ L .

The Couréty Clerks have taken a stand on these two issues and these two items are the result. With the

‘exception of the 9:00 PM, that was my thought. S

| appreciate you efforts in the assembly and trying to make the election process error/cheat free. Please let me

Kathy Bernier, Chippewa County Clerk






TWisconsin éptéﬁcr Pro Tempore

Repregentative Stephen J. Jfreese

November 25, 2003

The Honorable Senator Mike Ellis

Chairman, Senate Committee on Education, Ethics and Elections
Room 118 South, State Capitol

Madison, WI 53702

Dear Chairman Ellis;

There are a number of Assembly Bills concemning general election reform issues 'awaiting
a public hearing in your Senate committee. I am respectfully requesting that you hold a
public hearing on the following bills at your earliest convenience:

s Assembly Bill 113, relating to the public inspection of the records of the canvass
of elections for the offices of president and vice-president.

e Assembly Bill 114, relating to polling hours.

. Ass'_e'ﬁdbiy""B.iH;HS, relating t_c_i filing of declaratidﬁS'of _é'andidac’y and r_e_cbrd.i'ng. of
votes received by write-in candidates in certain elections.

» Assembly Bill 116, relating to use of moneys from the Wisconsin election
campaign fund to make certain false representations.

¢ Assembly Bill 518, relating to requirements for certification for a chief inspector
position.

It is my hope that we can at least have an open and honest discussion of these bills in a
public hearing, and move forward with these bills in the coming months.

Thank you for your attention to my request!

Sincerely,

g

Stephen J. Freese
State Representative

Afifty-Fivst Assembly Mistrict

Office: Post Office Box 89512 = Madison, Wisconsin 53708.8952 » (608} 266-7507 » Fax: (608) 261.5474 « Rep.Freese@legis.state wius
District: 1121 Professional Drive » Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533 » (6808) 935.3789
Printed on recycied paper with soy-based ink.
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Méhﬁber Statements

There are no prepared Member Statements currently available.

Héaring Transcript: Printed
: - The pnnted transcrapt of thls hearmg is avallable in both Adobe Acrobat and text/htm% versions.

i :-Chck here to access the Adobe Acrobat yersion. You will need to zhe free Adobe Acrobat Reader ‘to view this
_'-:;r‘docament You can downioaci the free Adobe Reader here.

' Ciack here to access the text!html version. The text only version omits iterns, such charts, graphs and other
documents that are part of the official printed hearing record.

~ Hearing Webcast Status:

»E&...- :
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_ http://com-notes.house.gov/107/hearings/02142001 Hearing2 16/hearing_print.htm 03/10/2003






EARLY CALLS: THE EFFECT ON VOTING

Aside f_rom the accuracy of network calls, the timing of those calls became an issue on
Election Night 2000, and again the focus was on Florida, where 5 percent of the potential
yoters are in the Central Time Zone and have a poll-closing time that is one hour later
than in the rest of the state. After studying this issue, we are recommending a change in
CBS News policy.

After every election, there are outraged cries from voters and politicians in states with

two time zones, charging that the media have somehow interfered in the election process

by calling or characterizing the race before all the polls in the state have closed. And
_even before the days of television coverage, there were complaints by voters in the Pacific
- Time Zone that before they had finished voting, results were being reported which could

" lead some not to bother to vote, thinking that the clection was already decided. -

" Current CBS News policy on calls in states with more than one poll-closing time has not
changed since the networks” agréements with Congress in the early 1980s, when CBS
News pledged that it would not call or characterize a race in any state until the vast
majority of its polls had closed. The “vast majority” phrase 1s used because of the
different patterns in the 12 states where the polls do not all close at the same time. In
three of those states--Alabama, North Dakota and Oregon--CBS News reports the results
-at the time of the later close, because a large percentage of polling places remain open
until then. ‘In Alaska, two Aleutian precincts, representing a tiny portion of the electorate,
vote by mail. In three other states, the percentage of the voting-age population remaining
~_after the first polls close is between one and 3 percent: in Texas it is 3 percent, whilein
" Kansas and Michigan it is one percent. o Gt S

There are five other states, however, where the percentages are larger but where CBS

~ News policy has allowed a call after the first polls close. Florida has 5 percent of the
 voting-age population remaining when the first polls close, Indiana has 18 percent, Idaho
" has 22 percent, and Kentucky and New Hampshire have 25 percent. Some of these states
start reporting the tabulated votes at the first poll-closing time, so a news organization
that waited for the later poll closing would be in the awkward position of withholding
information that has already been disclosed by the precincts or counties themselves. Any
new policy for states with more than one poll closing time must attempt to reconcile the
public’s right to this information with any potential effect on voters.

Now let us consider the related point, the question of whether projections of national
winners in the East and Midwest affect voters in the West. While there is no research
proving that Western voters are dissuaded from voting by results in other states, CBS
News has long advocated a simple way to allay this concern: a uniform national poll-
closing time. Moreover, we use our broadcasts, especially on Election Night, to
encourage people who have not yet voted to do so. In her independent review of Election
Night 2000, Dr. Kathleen Hall Jamieson writes: “Contrary to the hypothesis that the early
call in Florida for Gore discouraged West Coast voters, I have suggested that CBS News’
coverage of the race as close was likely to lead those in the West to conclude that their
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. POSTSCRIPT THE CHARGE OF BIAS IN CALLING RACES

: _In a press cenference held ”Nevember 9, 2000 Repubiman Cengressman W. L Billy”
_"Tauzm of Loutsiana expressed concerns-about mistaken network calls on Election Night
- and accused the netwerks of being slow to call states carried by George W. Bush. Ata
later press eenferenee he reiterated the charges and speexﬁcally stated that there was
probable bias.” Ina Deeember 11 letter to CBS News President Andrew Heyward and

' .the other netwerk NEWS orgamzatmns he ealied it “mcentrovertzbie bias.”

Cfmgressman Tauzm s charge 18 that while the networks called the states that Al Gore
carried by “6 points or more” at poll eiosmg,, they “delayed” calls for Bush in a number of
states that Bush carried by similar margms Cengressman Tauzin’s aliegatien is serious

. '._and needs te be addressed : : : -

o Aﬁer a ciese exammatmn of CBS News ceverage We have concluded that there is 00
R ev;dence ef e1ther mteﬁtionai er umntentmﬁai blas m the tn:mng of the caﬁs

'-There are many Vahd reasons why 1o two ealls are ahke Exit-poll-data and aetual votes
reported at or near poli-elosmg times do not always reflect the “final margin,” which is
used as the bas1s for Congressman Tauzin’s charge, ‘For one thing, there is always
samphng error, whieh will be larger in some states than in others because of the size of
~the exit-poll sampie Moreover, some states count.votes more slowly than other states
and report counts later. And, as we have seen in Florida, but even more speetaeulaﬂy n
Washmgten State, absentee ballots play an increasing role m deciding the winner. The

o “margm” at poﬁ ciesmg or even hours }ater may net reﬂect the ﬁnaE euteome ST

Was ihere a d;fference in the pattem ef caﬂs for Bash and Gore in states wzth sundar fmai'
margms on election night? Some of the call times Congressman Tauzin cites are not the
CBS News calls, but we were concerned with what CBS News did on Election Night.

o We exammed first the states with final margins in double d1g1ts then the states w1th final
' margins between 6 aﬂd 9 pomis and fmally the states where the ﬁnal margin was 3 pemts
or 1ess . SN - :
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eese, R-Caiif_cmia?

An editorial
March 12, 2003

State Rep Steve Freese is supposed to serve the people of
southwestern Wisconsin in the Assembly. But Freese seems
to be more 1nteresteci in representmg Cahforma

. . 'Freese recentiy mtrociuced a bsil that would prehub;t county

clerks in Wisconsin from reieasmg the results of presidential
votmg in Wlscons;n to the people of Wisconsin until polls on
the West Coast are closed. According to Freese, his.intent is
to prevent Wisconsin results from influencing voting in states
like Cahfornaa, Oregon and Washington,

Wisconsinites would be within their rights to ask: What could
possibly be wrong with our sentiments influencing fotks on
the West Coast? Wouldn't America be a better place if more
Americans thought and voted - like Wisconsinites? We
-_."certamly think so, and if Freese disagrees, then perhaps. he
' mlght want to relocate to a state where the voting patterns
are more to his liking.

Wlsconsm;tes would also be Withm thetr nghts to ask: Does
Steve Freese senc;usiy think folks in Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Fresno could be infl tuenced by developments in
Wisconsin? If so, why doesn't he tell the Californians to stop
jamming their cows full of rBGH and claiming that their state
is now "America's Dairyland"?

And, of course, Wisconsinites would be very much within
their rights to ask: Why would Steve Freese try to set up a
situation where Wisconsinites would know how Michigan,
Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota voted for president but would
be denied the results from their home state until California
has finished voting?

The only way to ensure that voting in one part of the

country does not influence voting in other regions is to
establish national rules for voting times and the release of
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results. If Wisconsin's representatives in Washington want to
get involved in such an initiative, that is their right. But for
Wisconsin's Legislature to try to tie the hands of Wisconsin's
county clerks is silly - uniess the legislators are operating
under the. mistaken assumption that it is their job to put
Cai;forma s mterests ahead of Wisconsin's,
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